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On 21 Decenber 1948 Uruguayan President Lule Batlle Berres aud Uruguaysn
foolalist Deputy Dr. Arturo Dubra held an interview conoerning the danger

to Uruguay of the presont attitude end activities of the Argentine government.
In a House of Deputies' discussion on a joint UruguayaneArgentine hydroelootric
development at the falto Grande falls, Dubra had pointed out the dangers to
Uruguay of Foron's totalitarian government and subsequently had discussed the
matter vith the !inister of Public ilorks lianuel Rodrirues Correa. Rodriguez
Correa conveyed Dubra's opinions to the President, who them requested the
intervievw.

Dubra outlined to Datlle Berres the opinion of Argentine “oecialists on Argentina's
present attitude and its threat to Uruguay. The principal reasons for concern
are irpentina‘'s enormous militarisation program and the state of permanent excite~
ment in which Feron is maintailning a large percentage of the \rgentine people.

It is neoessary for Peron to keep these paople auppliod with motivee for
enthusiasm in order to retain thelr unconditional support. Another reason for
concern is the open ambition of Peron and of the milltary group arising out of
the Grupo de Ofiolales Unidos (GOU). The Argentine Soclalists believe that these
three faotors might result in & Peron military adventure. Dubra specifically
nentioned Dr. Nisolas Repetto and Anerico Ghioldi, Argentinme Sociaslist Party
leaders, as individunls who share these opinions and who view Uruguay's future
with pesaimiem. -

The President, after indicating his full agreement with Dr. Dubra's fears, related
the following events and opiniomss

a. le indicated his concern over Rronista infiltration into the U Army,
vhich is accomplished through military men of the Horrerista and non-Batilista
Colorado politicel groups. He claimed that so many of these elements exist
that 1t would be impossible for him 4o take action against all of them .
similteneously. The changes in command frequently being made are for the
purpose of removing Peronista officers and advaneing men in whom he has con-
fidence. However, he believes he would be unsble to £111 all of the Arny
upper echslong with his followers sinee so many Peronistas are among, those
now in authority.
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Another great concentration of Feronistas is found in the Herrorista
Party. Batlle Borres recently held an interview with Dr. Luis Alberto
Herrera, leader of the Herrerista Party, at which timo he stressed that
the Uruguayan governmment has proof that Peron is attempting to obtain
scononie, political, and military supremaoy over the South American
countries, and that in the case of Uruguay this infiltration is bsing
effected through the Herrerista Party with the help of soma of its
principal leaders. The President told Herrera that he desired to
disouss this matter with him becsuse he felt sure that Herrera, as an
honored statesman near the close of his eareer, could have no connection
wvith this policy of treason. Illowever, men like Vietor laedo, vho aspire
to sucoeed Herrera, are completely at the service of Peron., Batlle
Borres added that he could understand Herrera's desire to destroy the
prestige of the Batllista Party and thus overthrow it, but he could never
conceive of Herrera's selling out to a foreizn despot.

Dr. Herrera made no commitments at the time of this interview, but he
acospted the President's statements in their general terms. Later the
President received information which tended to indicate that Herrera
was quite impressed with the interview and that he was taking some steps
to 1solate Haedo from the Herrerista hasses. However, because a great
munmber of the Herrerista leaders, Deputies, and Semators are apparently
Foronistas, Herrern is not publicly anti-Peron. MNevertheless, Batlle
Berres fesls sure that Herrera would never permit himself to be a direct
instrument of Peron, and that g0 long as Herrera liws, the llerrerista
Party will not become a springboard for Peron to use in seizing Uruguay.

The President admitted to Dr. Dubra that the only motive for his trip to
Brazil was to discuss the matter of Uruguayan independence with Bragilian
government leaders and to ascertain what attitude the Brazilians would
adopt if Uruguay were threatened by Arpentina. He then confidentially
gtated that his trip had been a complete failure in this regard. Brazilian
President Dutra and one of his advisers would promise nothing and avoided
answering vhat attitude thoy would adopt in case Uruguay were threatened.
Batlle Berres ooncluded that Brasil, as well as Argentina, could be con=
sldered a danger to the independence of Uruguay. Dutra.and his associates
foel that their present position is weak and they are almost convinced that
Vargas will win in the next elections. Vargas is allied with the Bragilian
Communist leader Lule Carlos Prestes and with Peron, who will give him
financial support for his campaign. If Vargas should win, Brazil would
cooperate with Argentina in her effort to spread her influence throughout
fouth imerica. As a result of Batlle Berres' visit to Brazil, he feels that
despite the fact that the neighboring countries are favorably disposed toward
Urusuay, none of them want it as an ally because of its lack of military
strength, which would male the country a liability in the event some danpger
should arise.

Dr. Alberto Domingues Campora was sent to the United States as Urupuayan
Ambassador instead of Dr. Juan Carlos Blanco Acevedo for the specific pur-
pose of outlining to North imerican leaders the President'!s fears concerning
¥Feron's policies. In mid-December 1948 Batlle Borres received a personal
report from Domingusg Campora in which he indicated that he had earried out
the prinmary mission with whioh the President had charged him. e revealed
that although he had beeon unable to asse Genersl lMarshall, he had tallked with
Paul C. Daniels, Direstor of ARA, Department of State.

Batlle Berres related that after several attempts on the part of Peronista
asents to overthrou the Paraguayan povernment, Parasuayan President Natalicio
Gongalez arranged a meeting in :bntevideo to which he sent a personal delegate
as well as delogates representing the lLiberal and Febrerista parties. At
this meeting Gonsalez's delegate brought up the problem of Paragusy's
independence and exlstence aB a sovereign gtate. He proposed that the liberals,
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the Febreristan, and the group now in power set aside their difficultles
until the problem of Paraguayan independence oould be solved. ile then
quoted President Gonsales to the effect that should another uprising pre-
pared bty Percnista agents endanger hin present position, he would declare
war on Argentina. I was on thils point that Gonzales's delegals vas seek-
ing the support of the other two parties. The Liberals acospted but the
Febreristas refused tha proposition. Batlle Berres expressed the hope that
this situation in Fareguay might divert the danger away from Uruguay. He
indieated that Brasil would support Paragusy in a struggle apainat Argentina
at the present tirme, and he stated his bolief that the United Ftates would
also support Gonsales. ‘
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8. Vith repaxd to Arsentine Forelgn Minietsr Juan A. Bramglia's recent visit
to Uruguay, Catlle Borres olaimed that he had been informed that Bramuglia .
was ooning to Uruguay to discuss, in rather violent terms, the power develop-
ment at Salto Orande in order to foree Uruguay to act rapidly on the arrange-
ments for this project. DBatlle Berres was disturbed sbout this matter for he
knew that if Bramuglia were impertinent and bold in his approach, he would be
foroad to demand that Bramuglia leave. He first sent Dr. Dardo Regules,
Uruguayen Senator and leader of the Union Civiea party, to meet Bramuglia
upon his arrival. Regules was able to confirm the President's belief that
Bramuplis had come to discugs the “alto Grande project in angry tones. Con-
sequently, Datlle Berres turnsd upon Bramuglia and demanded to imow the meaning
of Arpentina's purchase of 27 landing barges from the United States which -
could be used only along the banke of the River Plate, le asked if Argentina
was preparing to invade Uruguay. DBramuglia was so surprised by this outburst
that aftor an hour's explaining he vithdreuv from ths interview without even
mentioning the Salto Grande problem. However, pressure has been exerted by
Arpontina since that time on the Uruguayan Embassy in Buenos Aires and on the
Uruguayan govermment. Diplomatie negotiations on this matter continue to bo
earried on in umpleasant tones and, althoush the President was able to avoid
a orisis by moans of the tactios refarred to ahove, he 1s still concerned
about the situation.
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